How to Paint a Sparrow

Painting a sparrow in the 1. Use a coarse brush (shanma bi, or mountain and horse
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fngnan tradition brush) for painting. Dip the brush in water, but get rid
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of the excess water. Dip the brush first in a mixture of
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Chao Shao-an vermilion and gamboge (dark yellow) and again in

crimson lake mixed with ink. With the brush lying close
to the surface of the paper, work one stroke to complete

the torso.
2. Dip the brush in black ink, add the lower feathers and tail.
3. Add top part of wings.
4. Add bottom part of wings.

5. Dip the brush in light ink, add spots to the brown torso
area. Then dip the brush in dark brown (a mixture of
vermilion and gamboge and crimson lake and ink), paint
the forehead of the bird in two strokes. Extend the light
brown area up to the wing, dip the brush in dark brown,

add a line under the wing.
6. Dip the brush in ink, add eyes and beak.

7. Dip the brush in dark brown (a mixture of vermilion and
gamboge and crimson lake and ink), paint eye, tongue and
beak. For the legs, first dip the brush in a mixture of indigo
and ink, then in another mixture of indigo and ink and a bit

of white. Use ink for the toenails.




